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By Fax: (403) 244-1948 
David G. Tettensor, Q.C. 
Commissioner, Justices of the Peace Compensation Commission 
c/o 1413 - 2 Seeet S.W. 
CALGARY, Alberta T2R OW7 October 20,2006 

Dear Commissioner Tettensor:: 

I am a Presiding Justice of the Peace in the Calgary Hearing Office on an Order in Council 
dated August 13, 1997. 1 wish to submit these brief written comments for your consideration 
as a "Presiding" JP (no oral subrnission/healing requested). I would like to make two points. 

The Unique Role oftheJustice of the Peace 

I was one of the &st set of five lawyers appointed in Southern Alberta in 1997 (I am also a 
Professor of Law at the University of Calgary). The PJP plays a unique role in that we are the 
&st judicial officer with whom all accused make contact and where police officers represent 
the Crown. We work in a room adjoining the Arrest Processing Unit in the Calgary Police 
Service Administration Building so the police have significant control over our work and they 
comprise our security. 

Therefore, not only are we the &st judicial contact with the accused, we are the &st and 
primary judicial interface with the police and their power (ours is a unique position in the 
judlcial hierarchy). Apaft horn the shortfall of technical ttaining in the law, the police are apt 
to misunderstand om role and many see us as pesky speed bumps to optimum law 
enforcement. Over the years, this has resulted in numerous verbal outbursts, passive 
aggressive behaviours (they may be slow to release an accused we order released), complaint 
campaigns, various shows of force and disrespect on the part of the police that would never be 
tolerated in other Canadian courtrooms. I expect that our couarooms present the most 
difficult challenges to judicial independence in our system. [Even at this moment, a very senior 
police officer is facing discipline for a serious verbal attack on a Presiding JP.] This unique 
workplace stress exists also because we are physically located in the police builchg, we are 
hugely out-numbered, we work off hours, we are part time~s on a fixed non-renewal 
appointment, the police done detennine our work and security, we are not furnished with 
robes or other symbols of authority, and in the last 9 years we have received little support from 
the Provincial Court judges who are responsible for o u  administrative supervision. 




