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SKNT VIA FAX
Junc 12" 2006

Mr. John M. Moreuy, Q.C.
Commissioner :
The Judiciul Compengation Commission
310 9" Strect NW

Calgary, Alberta
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Dear Mr. Morcuw:
Re: Alherta Jadiclal Compensation Commisslon

_ The Canadian Bar Association - Alberty welcomes the opportunity to provide input
to tho Alberta Judicial Compeusution Commission und voice suppoct (ov the judges
ol The Provincial Court of Alherta and the musters ja chumbers appointed under the
Court of Queen's Rench Act,

A5 1 nationnl organization representing over 35,000 lawyers, judpes. law tcachers,
and law students fromt across Canady, including 4,600 members from Alberta, the
CBA’s principul objectives fuclude improvement in the administration of justice and
the maintenance of u high quality judicial system, Our commitment {ncludes the
protection of the independence of the judiciary, a ¢ornersione of our Jjustice system,

We support the work of the Commission and the threo yeav review process. The
method for deternrining judicial compensation must not erodc judicial independence.
Qur judicincy must remain free from pohitical interfersnce and never be seen pg
beholden to the other branches of govemeal, The public must soe judges to decids
(heir cuses free from ceonomic and politicul infhiences, :

"The judiciary deals with stressful mnd controversial cascy spendiny long hours
prepuring for many varied and complex matters, They must be given the opportunity
for carcful rescurch, study, decision writing und conlinuing professionul
development. Ad the Alberta population grows their cascload will also incrense und
each working day beeomes longer, Solf represented Litigants and non-lawyer agents
are hecoming more and more common, rosulting in udded chatlenges for Alboria's
judges, b
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Qver the past decade, Alberta hag expericnced the highest rate of cconomic growth
in Caunada. At present, Albertans have the highest disposable income in Canada.
Experts predict Alherta will continue to have ono of Cannda's top performing
economies in the future.

The Alberta governmeni recorded the highest surplus as & percentage of GDP in
200405 of a1l the provinces. Alberta is the only provincial government in Canuda
with total financii) asscts that cxeeed totul liabilities, Alherta is the top province in
Canada for credit worlhiness. Tt is rated “Triple A", the highest possible rating. The
high tatings reflecl Alberia’s strong economic performance, high income levels and
low dobi burden.

We urge the commission to include in their considerations the changing working
conditions of the judiciary, the vibrunt Alberta economy and the statc of the
goverment's financial position.

Alberta is fortunate to have diligent, highly competont and dedicaled judges and
masters in chawbers that aro hard working, - caring and professional. Salaries,
pensiona, benefits and allowanccs rmust he reasonnble, fhir and Eulficient to attract
and rotain highly qualified members of our judiciery. Their compensation must be
gel in an objective, dispogaionate and rationu| manner.

Our tmein concorn js Lo ensure that Lhe process for determining compensation takes
into account the appropriale comparable factors such s (he salaries of those from
whom judges are likely to be drawn and other fctors relsvant to the matfers in isaue.

Thank you for your consideration.
Respectfully gubmitted,
.Watson

President
Con dlan Bar Associatlon Alberta




